
 

Welcome from 

the Editor…. 

Hello everyone and 

welcome to the all-new 

Aire Valley Times.  I hope 

you all approve, but if not, 

please feel free to send in 

respectful and positive 

comments… this is a work in 

progress. 

 

This is our Chapter 

magazine, for YOU and 

about YOU and as your 

Editor, I am delighted to 

gather together your 

contributions to display 

them for all the chapter to 

enjoy.  Thank you to 

everyone that has shared 

their entertaining articles 

and photos for this issue. 

There is no denying that AV 

is a fantastic chapter full of 

likeminded souls who enjoy 

the riding and the 

socialising, so let’s keep 

celebrating that! 

 

It’s been a busy few months 

with chapter weekends in 

Whitby, rallies to rave at 

and our very own fabulous 

ROAR ON THE MOOR. 

So read on 

and enjoy. 

 

Nicola x 
AVT Editor 

The Aire Valley Times 
 

The Magazine of Aire Valley HOG UK 

Sponsoring Dealership – Leeds Harley Davidson, Leeds 

HOG Chapter Number - 9695 

April…. 

The Cider Rally 
RTTW Cheque 

Presentation 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Spring/Summer 2017 

June…. 

July…. 
May….. 

Also in this issue 

Ride to Everest -  A Steve King Story 

Surprise Surprise -   70th Birthday Ride  

1st Aire Valley Egg Run - Taking Easter to the elderly 
  

And there’s MORE….  

Roar On The Moor 

Whitby Weekend 



 

I would like to thank the following people; - Leeds Harley-Davidson for supporting the Rally.  

Allan Ward, Clive Raistrick & their Road Captains for doing their thing superbly as usual.  Phil 

Wilks & Sandy Greenham for the games, auction and raffle.  Andy & Sharon Dorsett for 

securing prizes from local businesses, helping Phil & Sandy and providing refreshments for 

those in need!  Ursula Hobkirk for all her efforts and enthusiasm over the weekend.  Richard 

Wilkinson & James Morgan for setting up and dismantling everything we needed. Phil & 

Andie Hannam for helping out whenever necessary.  Vyv Patterson, Keith Allan, John 

Sanders, Sandy Greenham, Kathleen Walsh, Clive & Mark Hemingway for some really good 

photos.  Sarah Marshall for escorting Julian home on Friday… Artemis & Maddie Anne for 

selling raffle tickets and helping on Registration.  Kolly Coltart for being a good sport about 

the “Best Big Turn”.  Dave Keep for staying alive on Friday night, Hayley was very worried!  

Mad Brad and his team for his Disco and Allan Ward for the live bands 

 

But most of all, I would like to thank all the members that came and showed their 

support because without you there would be no rally. 
  

 

 

  

Direct from the Top…. 
by Mike Gaunt 

We have just held our first new Annual Rally, ROAR ON THE MOOR.  I am pleased to say it was 

a great success.  I spoke to many people and nobody had anything negative to say.  It 

would seem that members much preferred the site to Brantingham and the food was 

impressive.  As always, I would be interested to know your thoughts, as we do need to know 

what you would like to change – if anything - for next time    
  

 

Welcome to the latest addition of AVT, the 

first from our new editor Nicola.  I am 

delighted she has agreed to take over the 

role and although I have been away at the 

Morzine Rally, I am certain that this will be a 

great new edition. 
 

 

Once again this year’s Euro Fest in Port Grimaud, 

St Tropez, was a fantastic rally.  I’ve been to this 

rally every year since it started in 2001 and it just 

gets better.  The headline band on the Saturday 

night were Chrissie Hines and the Pretenders, 

and they were fantastic. For those of you that 

haven’t been, I would highly recommend this 

rally. 

  

Ride Safe.   Cheers Mike 

       

Mike Gaunt, Director, Aire Valley UK. Email: 

mike@mgcr.co.uk 

 

mailto:mike@mgcr.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Road Captain’s Ramblings….   By Allan Ward 

More ramblings from yours truly with the year so far….   

 

At the road captains meeting in January, (which by the way was 

the start of my 7th year as Head Road Captain) we had discussions 

regarding the standard attire for road captains when carrying out 

their duties whilst on a ride out.  This lead to some heated 

conversations over the following months… but I am pleased to say 

that common sense and professionalism has prevailed and the 

standard long sleeved Hi-Vis jacket will continue to be the order of 

the day, as a matter of safety for all concerned.   

 

By the end of this month we will have had 11 Sunday ride outs with as many as 50 bikes 

on one occasion.  Our road captains continue to do a fantastic job of planning the rides, 

marking the routes and keeping everyone safe and I am proud to have them as my 

team.  I can safely say I have no intention of changing the way we carry out our ride 

outs, I am a firm believer in “If it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it” 
 

 

 Our new rally Roar on the Moor at Ilkley 

Rugby Club turned out to be a fantastic 

weekend and was well attended.  I’d like 

to say a big thanks to Mike and Sandra 

and all the team who helped put it 

together.  Thanks also to everyone who 

came out on the two ride outs. As I said 

at the July meeting, I can adjust the 

duration of the rides to suit what 

members want, so any feedback will be 

considered.  We are booked in again for 

next year at the Rugby club and I can 

confirm that I have booked the 

Supermodels for the Saturday night 

again as they went down so well. 

 

Road Captains:  If there are any 

members out there who would like to be 

considered for a position then please 

don’t be shy about approaching either 

myself or Clive.  However, please 

remember that it requires more than 

attending the odd ride out every now 

and then to be considered and ideally I 

would like people who would be 

prepared to help plan and lead ride 
outs.  
 

 Well, I think that’s all from me for now so 

in the meantime… Ride safe, enjoy the 

journey, keep the black on the tarmac 

and the shiny side up.                  

Cheers Allan  

 



 

Sandy Says…. 

 

 

 

  

Our Lovely Lady of Harley 

NEW MEMBERS 
Our Chapter currently has 207 members, with new members joining all through the year.   

New members, or indeed existing members, can contact Sandy Greenham our Membership 

Officer with any queries they may have at meetings, ride outs, rallies or by phone on 07896 

138 113.   

About you…. When new members join and attend their first 

meeting, I will happily have a chat and explain the exciting 

activities, ride outs and events that we have coming up.  I will also 

give you an idea of what to expect in your first months of joining 

the Club and if you have any questions please ask!!  If your first visit 

to an AV event is a Sunday ride out, please come and find me, 

although I do have a habit of pitching up to new members and 

saying Hi… 

 

About me…. I joined Aire Valley four years ago as a single lady 

riding a Harley with my daughter as pillion.  I’m easy to spot.  Look 

down, I am 5’ 2”  or look for my bike a Black Deluxe with Diamond 

Ice decals.  I met my partner Phil through the Club and we now live 

just outside Wakefield and are both very active members.  I’m sure 

you’ll meet Phil as he’s one of our Road Captains and will probably 

introduce himself.  I hope you will enjoy your time with Aire Valley.  

Please remember that you can join in with as much or as little as 

you want.  There is no pressure.  Hope to see you soon.  

        Sandy 

 

 

L.O.H. Event 

Come and join our Ladies of Harley Rep, Ursula Hobkirk at 

Leeds Harley Davidson on Saturday 2nd September from 

11am till 2pm for coffee and some delicious cakes. 

 

Everyone is welcome.  All donations going to Yorkshire Air 

Ambulance 

 

Aire Valley UK celebrated their 20 years as a HOG Chapter with 

our Roar on the Moor Rally 2017.  What an amazing time 

everyone had AND the sun shone all weekend.   We listened to 

some great bands on Friday and Saturday and Allan found some 

lovely roads to ride on with stunning scenery and lots of people to 

wave at.  It was great to be up front leading the ride.  

Lots of fun and games were had after the ride and we all came 

together with old and new friends in the Ladies of Harley tent for 

cakes and Prosecco (of course...).  It was really lovely to see our 

last Ladies of Harley rep Wendy Day who we haven't seen for far 

too long.  

 

 

 
I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone 

who dressed up for our Back to School Days.  So 

many of you got your shorts out and dusted off your 

ties.  It made for a really memorable rally.  See you 

all soon.      Ursula x  

 



 

Activities Round Up 

by Sue & Mick Pierce 

 

  
Aire Valley Activities 

In Aire Valley, we love our activities and these are superbly organised by 

our very own Activity Officers and long standing members of the Club, 

Sue & Mick Pierce.  They’re always thinking up new and interesting ideas 

to keep us all entertained & socialising. Sue says “If you have any ideas 

for a club event, please let me know. We’ll be happy to help you organise”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24TH FEBRUARY – BOWLING AND CURRY NIGHT 

Thanks to everyone who came to the first of our joint night out  

with St Ledger which was a great success.  Good to see so 

many folks there!  Have to admit there was a bit of a mix up at 

the bowling alley, it had been our intention to have a bit of a 

chapter competition but due to the fact that Aire Valley was at 

one end of the venue and St Ledger that didn’t go to plan.  

Maybe next time we will be better organised but whatever 

everyone who came had a great night and we did manage to 

have a get together at the curry house which was the main 

thing.  We hope to do it all again soon. 

 

 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCAMPTON TRIP – 5TH AND 8TH JUNE 

 

This trip is always a favourite.  This year, because of demand we 

had two trips and still managed to see the Red Arrows!  

However, the guide this year was very knowledgable and told 

many good and interesting stories about the base and the very 

brave men who have been part of it.  It’s a time for reflection 

and is very humbling.  So, in all 40 people and 26 bikes made 

the trip and we could see the aircraft at close range.  

Afterwards there was a lunch out on each day and a chance 

to chat with fellow members. 

 

SPANISH NIGHT 10TH JUNE 

 

10 years ago many members made the ride to Fuengirola for 

the European rally.  Many friendships were  made on that trip so 

a it was decided that a reunion would be a good idea.  It’s 

10TH MARCH – “MADE IN DAGENHAM AT YEADON TOWN HALL” 

Yeadon Town Hall really is a great place for a night out!  The girls had a great time at The Take 

That Tribute Night so we decided to take in a musical.  The production, although amateur, was 

fantastic!  If we go again we’ll try to get seats in the stalls but nevertheless we really enjoyed it 

and the cast were truly amazing.  Some of us had a meal at the Italian restaurant in Yeadon 

beforehand so we will be on the lookout for another event where we can all get together.  

Needless to say the men had a pub crawl in Yeadon whilst the ladies went to see the show and 

a good time was had by all. 

 

 

22ND APRIL – NIGHT OUT AT NAPOLEONS CASINO 

Another good get together.  Had several pints and 

a chat in The Highland pub which is close to 

Napoleons Casino.  The food there is amazing and 

a good night was had by all who came. 

 

5TH MAY – “PINK EVENTS” WINE TASTING AT ST CHAD’S  

What a fabulous time we ladies had. Organised by our 

very own Prosecco Princess and LOH Ursula, a group of 

us participated wholeheartedly in this event which 

raised money for such a worthwhile cause.  Needless to 

say, the more the wine flowed, the more we 

participated  

 



 

More Activities Round Up by 

Sue & Mick Pierce 

 

 

  

26th MAY – 29TH MAY – WHITBY WEEKEND 

This was a new way of organising a weekend 

away and when it was first suggested we did 

wonder how well it would work but we have to 

say it was a massive success.  A few of us met at 

the farm shop in Helmsley on the way to Whitby 

and then enjoyed the magnificent scenery over 

the Moors to our personally chosen 

accommodation.  We had 36 members 

attending and folks stayed all over the town in 

hotels, cottages and bed & breakfasts.  There 

were spontaneous ride outs and lots of fish & 

chips consumed (not to mention local ale, eh 

Mick…).  People messaged each other to say 

where they were over the weekend and we 

had a chapter meal on the Friday night at the 

local Thai restaurant which got everyone 

together.  Sandra & Mike hosted a BBQ at their 

cottage on the Saturday night and a thoroughly 

good time was had by all, lots of chat, beer and 

laughter 

5TH & 8TH JUNE - SCAMPTON TRIP 

This trip is always a favourite and this 

year, because of demand we had 

two trips and still didn’t manage to 

see the Red Arrows!  However, our 

guide was very knowledgeable and 

told many interesting stories about 

the base and the very brave men 

who have been a part of it.  It was a 

time for reflection and was very 

humbling.  So, in all 40 people and 26 

bikes made the trip and we could 

see the aircraft at close range.  

Afterwards there was a lunch out on 

each day and a chance to chat 

with fellow members. 

 

10TH JUNE - SPANISH NIGHT 

Ten years ago, some AV members made the ride to 

Fuengirola for the European rally.  Many friendships were 

made on that trip, so it was decided that a reunion would 

be a good idea.  It’s always difficult to pick the perfect date 

so not everyone who went on the trip could be there but 

everyone who came to Dos Amigos for Spanish tapas really 

enjoyed the evening.  It was great to talk about that trip and 

tell stories from other journeys to Rallies that have taken 

place since.  The food was fantastic and we had a great 

time.  We particularly remembered Eric Chambers who sadly 

is no longer with us, but he would have enjoyed himself.   

 



 

Activities – FUTURE EVENTS by Sue & Mick Pierce  

  
12th August 2017 - Gin & Brewery Tour, The New Inn at Cropton 

www.newinncropton.co.uk 

 

This will be something new!  We’ll be meeting at LHD at 10am on Saturday 12th for 

a leisurely ride to Cropton, taking in the countryside of the North Yorkshire Moors.  

We need to be there for 3pm when the brewery tour and gin tasting experience 

will take place.  Needless to say we have arranged overnight accommodation 

which is now fully booked!  However, there is camping available with toilet 

facilities (no showers) at just £5.00 per person for anyone still interested – or – if you 

just want to join us for the ride, or the tour, please do come along – everyone is 

welcome.  We plan to book a table for dinner that night so if anyone wants further 

details please call Sue on 07762005783. 

 

 

DON’T FORGET…… 
 

2nd September 2017 – 
LOH Coffee Morning at LHD 

 

9th September 2017 –  
Aire Valley Pie Run 

 

15/16th September 2017 - Chapter Weekend, The Kings Head, Masham 

  

Everyone always wants to go back to Masham!  It’s a tried and tested successful weekend 

away and we are returning for the umpteenth year.  The hotel is lovely and very well situated 

for folks to get to after work on the Friday night if you can’t take the day off to ride together 

to Masham.  We usually meet for a 10.30am departure from the dealership to arrive at 

Masham about 3ish on the Friday.  If you can’t make the weekend away and fancy a ride 

on the Friday please come along.  Likewise, we have a ride out on the Saturday leaving 

about 11.30am through the most spectacular countryside and all are welcome.   

The beer is fantastic in Masham so there is plenty of time for socialising and getting together 

with the members.  For new members it’s a great way to get involved with the chapter. 

We have been able to keep costs to a minimum and the hotel are good to us because they 

know their bar takings will be up!  We have double and single rooms available - £250 or £165 

to include dinner, bed and breakfast on both days. 

 
25th – 27th May 2018 – Chapter Weekend, Whitby (Own 

Accommodation) 

 

These are the dates for the Whitby weekend away.  So, all you 

need to do is book your own accommodation.  If you use 

booking.com you might be able to book without parting with any 

cash now and the option to cancel in the event of an emergency.  

Sandra and Mike have kindly agreed to host their BBQ again on 

the Saturday night so it’s going to be a great weekend away 

again.  It really was fun last year with some good rides, lots of beer 

and fish and chips.  All you need to do is let us know your plans 

nearer the time so Sandra has enough sausages! 

 

http://www.newinncropton.co.uk/


 

Ride To Everest 2017 – A Steve King Story (Page 1) 

pAGE 

 

Two and a half years ago, Matt Jones and I started planning to ride from Kathmandu to Everest Base 

Camp, through Tibet and then back to Kathmandu on Royal Enfield 500’s. This was our annual ‘Big 

One’.  As many of you will have seen by now, I have a habit of sneaking off on Boy’s Own Adventures!  

Sadly, due to the Chinese getting arsey with the Nepalese, they effectively closed the border back in 

2015 and haven’t really opened it again yet.  I won’t go in to the politics, but assume it will be opened 

again after the invasion….  Anyway, we travelled to Kathmandu last year and rode the bikes up the 

Mustang Valley towards Annapurna, and, as you will have seen in a previous edition of The AVT, had a 

thoroughly lovely time, thank you very much!! 

 

Firstly you need a visa for China.  Whilst Tibet is an ‘Autonomous Region’, it has officially belonged to 

China since the Chinese ‘Peacefully liberated Tibet’ about 60 years ago from the Tibetans!! This is no 

straight forward piece of administration and we lost some of our travellers who were not granted 

said visa. Then you need a Tibetan Travel Permit (TTP). Without one of these, you can’t even get on 

the plane; you can’t book in to hotels, you can’t move around Tibet and, on occasions, can’t even 

buy fuel. These little beauties can only be sent to an address in China, so you need to book a hotel in 

China, fly there, hope the Permit has arrived and then fly on to Tibet the next day.  Some of the party 

believed they could fly straight through and use a print out of the Permit. WRONG!! Our organiser 

had to fly a man to their aid with the original and they had to stay overnight in China anyway. 

Acting on local advice is usually worthwhile!! We also had others who flew from China to Tibet only 

to not land due to high winds and have to return to China. All very exciting, but frustrating. Once in 

Tibet, you have to have pre-organised a guide, otherwise you don’t get out of the airport!  

 

 

 We eventually amassed at the hotel over a period of three days. I 

always go early to take photos and ensure no administrative crap 

gets in the way. Our guide was supposed to have organised Riding 

Licenses for us, but upon arrival we found the police had changed 

their minds and wanted to see us all in person. They would then 

decide if we had to take a driving test in Chinese or whether they 

might let us have a license, which would take 4 days! So on our first 

day, instead of having a gentle acclimatisation day, we were told 

we’d need to ride 350 kms to Shigatse, where the Police had 

promised to issue us with the necessary paperwork. This turned out 

to be 480 kms, took us over 13 hours and had us riding in sleet at 

16,500 feet after having set off in hot sunshine! Tough to dress for 

that! When we presented ourselves, they had no idea why we 

were there and then started putting our details into their system. 

Unsurprisingly it crashed, so they issued us with a license saying we 

didn’t need a license…. 
 

 

 
Our bikes were predominantly Zuumavs.  If you ever get the chance to ride, or indeed own one, 

DON’T! I changed mine before leaving the car park as there was no neutral. Stupid me. I soon found 

that none of them had a neutral, except the one that they found for themselves, generally when you 

were trying to overtake a truck and not die!! They seemed to have a top speed of 80 KPH going 

downhill. During my first day, the bike overheated, dumping the coolant all over me and the floor, the 

handlebar damping weights fell out, the fuel tank leaked during a fill up, the speedo stopped working 

(as did the mileometer) making the instruction of ‘head up this road for 60 kms and then wait’ a little 

difficult to follow and then was capped off by the entire exhaust system falling off a few days later, 

almost taking out the guy behind me. I should mention these were fresh off the production line, having 

about 25 kms on the clock!   

 

 

So, in order to make sure Everest happened in 2017, I worked with the guide for the trip, my 

mate Alex, who lives in Goa and we revamped the whole itinerary so that we would fly in to 

Lhasa and do a circular trip from there, eliminating the need for the border crossing.  It also 

meant that we couldn’t use his Enfields and would have to rely on a local supplier for 

transportation. You would have thought this would be a reasonably easy trip on the face of 

it, but like all good adventures, it had its complexities… 

 



 

  

Leaving Lhasa also proved a little difficult as our 

guide had decided to take the main motorway, 

as this would be the quickest way. The only 

downside was that Motorbikes are not allowed on 

the motorway!! It explained why some police 

overtook us with their blues and twos in full glory, 

as they were setting up a road block and 

temporarily arrested us. Still, it gave some a 

chance to be photographed on a Tibetan Police 

Bike. 

 

So, as we were now 480 kms from where we 

should have been, we had to improvise the rest of 

the trip, although this was expertly handled by the 

Team, albeit it with the frustrating need to back 

track on some roads. To be fair, Tibet doesn’t 

have that many roads. 

 

 

Anyway, we were under way. Flying in to 12,000 feet 

and then heading up from there brings its own 

problems. We were all taking Diamox, which helps to 

counter the effects of the altitude, but Acute 

Mountain Sickness is no respecter of fitness or age and 

you can never be sure how it will hit people. Thankfully, 

we managed to get two of our travellers in to a 

hospital at Tingris once it became obvious they were 

suffering. I say thankfully because another 12 hours or 

so and we would probably have lost one, or both of 

them. This is a hospital that treats climbers hit by the 

illness on Everest, so were well versed in what to do. 

They spent three days on drips and oxygen and sadly 

never made it to Everest Base Camp. They were 

dispatched back to Lhasa by train to recuperate whilst 

the rest of us headed onwards and upwards. 

 

 

Ride To Everest 2017 – A Steve King Story (Page 2) 

Re- fuelling was exciting. It is illegal to ride 

your bikes in to a petrol station and just rock 

up to a petrol pump. You have to stop in the 

street, push your bike (engine off) to a 

waiting area on the side of the station and 

then send someone in to negotiate for some 

fuel. We tested this premise after one of our 

guys decided it was stupid and rode up to a 

pump. The police were called; we were 

cautioned and then thrown out with no fuel. 

Our riding guide was Chinese and on more 

than one occasion this was enough for the 

petrol station to say they had no fuel for us. 

When they did deign to sell us fuel, it was 

often after taking copies of our Passports and 

TTPs. We were then allowed to fill up a 

watering can and carry it to the bike to 

refuel!! Only took about an hour every time 

we wanted to fill up 15 bikes. 

 

The roads were amazing, but had way too much 

tarmac for us. That said, the road from 

Qomolangma (Everest) National Park entrance to 

the base of the mountain started with 50 kms of hair 

pin bends!! I enjoyed every one on your behalf, 

given it’s a bit too far for a Sunday ride out…. 

 



 

Ride To Everest 2017 – A Steve King Story (Page 3)  

  Being so close to Everest was amazing, although 

the Base Camp was a bit of a disappointment. 

The hotel rooms varied from decent to basic, with 

a mattress, a duvet, a plastic bowel and a 

thermos of warm water being all that was 

provided. I know what I used the bowl for, too 

friggin cold to venture out in the night looking for 

a bog at minus 10 degrees!! 

 

 

Where next? Myanmar in January 2018, although plenty of jaunts in between, taking in Scotland, 

America, Australia and Hong Kong.  Sandra is even accompanying me on at least one of those!! 

 

Following Base Camp we toured Tibet, stopping at the tourist encampment of Namtso. This is the 

highest salt water lake in the world and can be best described as being like Southport on acid. 

We also went to Shannan, which was a little like being in the movie ‘The Truman Show’. All very 

strange. Tibet is pretty, in a barren sort of way, but is also quite industrialised having been taken 

over by the Chinese. They have pumped Billions into infrastructure, but unsympathetically and 

quite obviously with an end purpose in mind. Surveillance is everything and gantries above the 

road follow your every move. Police checkpoints are numerous and god help you if you don’t 

have the correct paperwork. The max speed limit is 60 kph, although we managed to escape 

the country after probably amassing thousands of tickets. No one seemed to care about our 

infractions, but everyone was interested in us. Lhasa is beautiful and is probably what everyone 

thinks Kathmandu will be like; until they get to KTM and find it is a shit hole. 

 

So how was the trip overall? 

Excellent. Amazing views, 

vodka heated through on 

Yak Dung Burning Stoves, 

wonderful food, some 

incredible people and the 

Big One itself, Everest. 

Awesome!! 

 

After the trip, 5 of us headed on to the Kingdom of 

Bhutan, sadly not on bikes. What a place. It is like 

Switzerland, but with 70% of its surface covered by 

trees. The Government has an Office of Gross 

National Happiness, and boy do they smile a lot. The 

national sport is archery and yes, we were terrible, 

almost killing the next door neighbour whilst 

attempting it. Well worth a visit if you happen to be in 

the area, although be aware the paperwork is 

extensive and you cannot just drop in unannounced. 

 

 



 

What a fantastic and overwhelming 

day.  A bright idea suggested by Kolly 

Coltart at the Road Captains meeting 

in January was developed and 

planned into the first ever Aire Valley 

Easter Egg Run by Lee Foster, Jane 

Foster, Vic Smith and myself.   

 

 

 

  

The FIRST Aire Valley Egg Run - By Debbie Smith (Page 1) 

On discussion, it was concluded it would be a good idea to do the run to a residential home to 

donate eggs to those that so often get forgotten.  I contacted my local residential nursing home 

who were only too happy to welcome us along on Easter Sunday and Rigger Mortice invited us 

to attend a residential home he’s connected with in Heckmondwyke.  We were concerned that 

due to visiting two homes, we possibly wouldn't have sufficient eggs to go round but there was 

no need to worry as the donations came in thick and fast… from AV members who brought 

them to meetings & dropped them at the dealership, to donations from friends, family and 

Morrisons supermarket.  We were also greeted with panniers full with eggs donated by riders on 

the day.  The response was exceptional with a total of almost 300 eggs. 

Over the next couple of months Lee and I got 

together to arrange a route, with Lee primarily 

sorting the route to Heckmondwyke and across to 

Squires, then my input with the route from Squires 

to the home in York.  A couple of practice runs 

and we were ready to go….   

 

 

On Easter Sunday morning we met at 

McDonald's on Kirkstall Road for a set off at 

11am.  It was slightly wet but we had an 

excellent turnout with over 30 bikes, with 

members in fancy dress and decorated bikes 

too.  We set off with Lee leading the ride, Road 

Captains marshalling the route and myself 

dressed as the Easter chick to set the pace.  A 

short ride up to Heckmondwyke and we arrived 

at the first home by lunch time.  Our bike 

panniers were full of eggs and we had another 

car load of donations transported by Reagan 

Foster.  All our riders were welcomed with tea 

and coffee and we had almost an hour to 

mingle and chat with the residents, who were 

great.  They chatted with us, told tales of old 

and we met some really interesting and 

wonderful people.  After handing out the eggs 

we left the home with a roar of the bikes 

waving goodbye as we set off to York,   

 

 

 



 

 

  

We took some good twisty roads which were 

enjoyed by all and as we got closer to York 

the rain got heavier but the riders continued 

and we arrived at the York home by 3pm, 

right on schedule.  The York home was also 

very pleased to see us and had prepared a 

buffet and drinks for all our riders, which was 

most welcome after such a wet ride.  We 

presented them with over 100 eggs which 

were transported to York by Suzy Coltart.  

Steve King, Jane and I visited the Dementia 

unit at the home and handed out eggs to 

each individual personally, which was a very 

special experience and we also presented an 

egg to each resident in nursing for their 

bedroom.  This was much appreciated and 

they were thankful for the donation.  The 

remainder of the eggs were given to Rigger to 

distribute to some of the other homes he is 

involved with.  

 

 
This was one of the most wonderful, rewarding days I have been fortunate enough to be 

involved with.  A big THANK YOU to those who took part in organising the day, all those who 

donated Easter eggs and finally those who attended the ride on Easter Sunday.   Everyone's 

input, no matter how big or small made for a successful event and was a fantastic team 

effort.  Both Rigger and I have received follow up emails with positive responses from both 

homes, thanking us for our attendance and hoping to welcome us again in the future.  The 

residents were overjoyed with our visit and were still talking about the vision of all our Harleys 

arriving for months afterwards…. 

Well done Aire Valley you should be very proud.   Debbie 

 

The FIRST Aire Valley Egg Run - By Debbie Smith (Page 2) 



 

 

  
Day 1 - Cider rally here we come!! Started off on a bit of a slippery slope as I didn’t have my 

glasses on when I reached for my allergy tablet that Friday morning and ended up taking a 

sleeping pill instead.  I wasn’t too sure how my day as pillion all the way to Somerset was going 

to pan out….  Turned out that absolute faith in my rider and copious amounts of black coffee 

did the trick  

 

We all met at Ferrybridge Services on the A1 and ably lead by our “Mum & Dad” of the 

weekend, Sharon & Andy Dorsett, set off on our adventure.  The weather was very kind and we 

got to our lunch stop in good spirits (and still awake) to eat a great lunch, thanks to Sharon’s 

organisation which kept us going until we arrived at Brean Sands, Weston Super Mare where the 

Rally was taking place. 

 

AV Does The Cider Rally – by Nicola Jolly Waller (Page 1) 

Well Hi De Hi Campers. We were greeted with 

very warm welcomes from the Bridgewater 

Chapter and although unable to check in our 

rooms immediately, we somehow managed 

to find a bar and settle down for a well-

deserved first taste of cider.  Not bad….  

. 

After a little bit of personal grooming, we headed 

for the canteen and dutifully queued for our tea.  

The food was great and the atmosphere good 

natured and light hearted.  We headed to the main 

hall and settled in for the evening. There were some 

great bands and most of us managed to sample 

some cider, although I think that some were more 

adventurous than others….  A great first day in all. 

Feeling very refreshed (!) we found 

our corner of the camp - Sharon 

had organised brilliantly and we 

were all together like one big 

happy family – although we did 

notice that they had nabbed a 

chalet a little further away from the 

rest of us… hmmmm 



 

 

  Day 2 - So it didn't start great for all of us… Some woke up at 4am, some were snoring (not me) 

and we didn't shout "Good Morning Campers" loud enough at Lorraine and Phil's door, so they 

were late for breakfast.  Still we managed to pull ourselves together and headed off on a ride to 

Weymouth with Andy and Sharon ably leading the way – we were loving their laid back style.   

 

Great fun was had by all at the Cider Rally.  A massive 

well done and huge appreciation to Sharon and Andy for 

leading us everywhere and thanks to Gaz & Caz, Allan, 

Clive, Dave, Richard, Phil & Lorraine, Ursula and Maddie 

for all the laughs along the way.  

 

And here's to next year…..!   

The Jolly Wallers xxx 

 

AV Does The Cider Rally – by Nicola Jolly Waller (Page 2) 

Thanks to my new little family of reprobates we had an awful lot of 

laughs and a great day.  We were ready for some food and the 

night’s entertainment and with the imminent arrival of our 

glamorous Lady of Harley, Ursula, we were expecting Prosecco 

and dancing on the agenda.  Of course there was definitely going 

to be cider although Gary wasn’t likely to be allowed any more 

Scrumpy after the night before shenanigans (best ask Carol…)  

 

The sun came out to play and 

there was ice cream for some 

and Gin Slushies for others (ok just 

me!).  We saw the sea, Carol got 

sand on her boots and most 

importantly there were plenty of 

smiles. 

The fancy dress theme for the night 

was Medieval and although most 

of us were woefully useless, Ursula, 

Phil & Lorraine turned up trumps 

with their outfits and saved the Aire 

Valley name. 

 

There was dancing, there was 

Prosecco and there was definitely 

cider.  We all had a great night. 

Day 3 – Sunday was Parade Day and although we didn’t all take 

part, watching the bikes leave was fantastic.  Despite getting caught 

in a little rain, all those involved said it was well worth it.  We took the 

opportunity to catch up with our daughter Scarlet whilst Carol and 

Gary met up with friends but we all came together in the evening for 

albeit a calmer night, a celebration of a great weekend chilling with 

our Aire Valley Family. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/andydorsett50?fref=mentions


 

When We Went To Whitby….  By Nicola Jolly Waller (Page 1)  

  What an absolutely brilliant weekend.  It started so well as 

we woke to glorious sunshine.  Having scooped up Gary & 

Carol from the roadside on the way, we hooked up with 

the others just past Helmsley at Beadlam Grange 

Farmshop and Tearoom for breakfast.  What a great 

place! Definitely worth a return visit, there was a rumour 

that they sold a selection of gin…. But Gary didn’t tell me 

until we’d left! 

 
Across the moors we went, taking in the amazing scenery 

as always, with Mick Pierce as our leader.  We saw lots of 

sheep and the same roundabout a few times as Mick 

seemed to really like the look of it….!  As we swept across 

the moors we were distracted by the site of a motley crew 

drinking in the sunshine… it was our very own Aire Valley 

comrades – Linda & Paul Davison and Phil & Lorraine 

Macdonald.  They’d made the very wise decision to stop in 

the pub for lunch.  We said quick hello’s and continued on. 

 

We arrived in Whitby feeling great and with a 

wave separated off to explore our own 

accommodation.  Andy and I stayed at a 

Discovery property.  It was fine, clean and 

functional although perhaps a little compact.  

You could just about shimmy around the bed 

to get to the bathroom!  We weren’t there long 

before we all met up in the pub.  Some of us 

hadn’t even checked out our room yet 

apparently as we discovered finding Mick and 

Phil still in full riding gear, propping up the bar in 

the Station Inn where they were staying!  We 

are never judgemental of friends though and 

simply joined in, with the men sampling some 

very fine beers and the ladies sampling their 

collection of gin.   

 

Sue had kindly booked us in the Thai restaurant 

for dinner that evening so after a pub crawl 

around Whitby where Mick made some new 

friends (and made eyes at Phil)…. we were all 

pleasantly merry as we trooped over the road 

for some very fine food (and more alcohol).  A 

great end to a fantastic day.  Glorious sunshine 

and many laughs along the way, not to 

mention some delicious Gin.  Off we went to 

bed, wishing Mick a good night (and Sue good 

luck), looking forward to the next day.   



 

When We Went To Whitby….  By Nicola Jolly Waller (Page 2)  

  
Saturday dawned bright and fresh and whilst some of 

us decided to relax and enjoy the sunshine, others 

opted for a short ride out.  We set off with Gaz & Caz 

to climb the steps to Whitby Abbey.  It was well worth 

it when we got to the top and feasted our eyes on 

the amazing view.  We chose not to go in to the 

Abbey finding it a little expensive (‘Ow much Gary..?) 

and instead relaxed in the sunshine at the tea room.  

Bliss. 

We were all looking forward to the evening as Mike & Sandra 

had very kindly invited us all over for a barbeque.  We 

weren’t fooled by Sandra’s constant references to “crap 

sausages out of a tin”, we knew she was cooking up a feast…  

But first the rain came.  Just a little shower but enough to 

make us take shelter in our favourite Station Pub again.  We 

soon warmed up thanks to more “Beer of the Day” and very 

large Gins.  The sun came back out and we all turned up at 

Cher Gaunt with big smiles and appetites.  So as not to 

disappoint, Sandra had appointed a “Chef” for the evening, 

unfortunately he was a little too fond of the “sauce” and had 

made a small error with the charcoal so soon the smoke was 

billowing and they were running down the garden with the 

Barby!  I have to say the burgers were great though   there 

was even entertainment on hand with massages taking 

place in the lounge and Phil doing Granny impressions out on 

the patio.  Thank you Mike and Sandra for your fabulous 

hospitality.  We were thoroughly enjoying our weekend so far.  

 
On Sunday we were back on our bikes, we went even further oop 

north... we had a hairpin, some swooping bends with beautiful scenery 

and a lovely light lunch (or liquid one in Linda's case 😉) at Hartlepool 

Marina. From there we went for the obligatory ice cream in beautiful 

Yarm🍦. The sun shone and all was good. Thank you to Geoff for 

leading us all and Mick for watching our rear.  

 

Drinks again in the Pub 

before we all wandered off 

to find our own last suppers.  

For Andy & me, it was a 
kebab and chips  

Thanks to Sue & Mick for 

arranging another brilliant 

weekend.  It was so good, 

we’re going to do it all 

again….  See you there next 

year folks  

Nicola xx 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010662330073&fref=mentions


 

 

  
RTTW Mission Statement “that motorcyclists may gather together and ride as a group to a place of 

remembrance to pay their respects to our serving and fallen servicemen and women and in 

doing so raise funds for the National Arboretum, solely for the purpose of perpetuating their 

memory and recognising the sacrifice they made” 

 

RTTW Cheque Presentation, 24th June 2017 – by Sandy Greenham (Page 1) 

In 2007 Nene Valley organised a small ride to the 

National Memorial Arboretum’s Remembrance Day 

event and began to formulate a stand-alone ride and 

so it began 

 

Over the following 7 years the event has grown, and the numbers of bikes attending is now 

around 10,000. Every year the cheque for the amount raised is presented in June and the 

amounts have increased year on year.  Prior to the cheque presentation for the 2015 event the 

amount raised by RTTW had reached an accumulated total of £408,500.  The donations from 

RTTW represent the largest single donation to the National Arboretum. 

 

Many members of Aire Valley, attend this event each year, some acting as Marshalls. Every year 

a ballot is run to select motorbikes to attend the cheque presentation and this year I was 

fortunate to be selected to attend.  

 

 

 

On a chilly, but dry Saturday morning I left early to meet a 

fellow lady biker to ride together the event.  By the time 

we reached the A42 approaching Tamworth Services we 

were a group of six.  We did not know each other, but we 

all had flags and RTTW patches, so it seemed completely 

natural to ride together to join the departure point. 

 

The first Ride to the Wall was in 2008, with around 1,100 

motorcycles.  The event was organised by Martin 

Dickinson, who remains the figurehead of what has 

become a world renowned charity event.  Riders meet 

at various points to ride to the National Arboretum to 

raise money for Help the Heroes and the National 

Arboretum.  This first event raised in excess of £10,000.  

Ride to the Wall received the Queens Award for 

Voluntary Service in 2013, and the pins, a light purple 

crown, are proudly worn by many.  

 

Everyone met at Tamworth Services, in good time to be led 

into the Arboretum by Martin Dickinson. The ‘Bridge Babes’ 

were in attendance in their bright pink T-shirts, everyone now 

expects them to stand above the route, on bridges, and 

wave at the procession.  Flags from other HOG chapters, 

bike clubs, scooter clubs and military were present and the 

parade entered the arboretum to be met by photographers 

and cheering lines of people. Following last years’ 

renovations, the Remembrance Wall was looking pristine in 

the sunshine, and this being the first time I had actually 

ridden into and around the Arboretum the sense of 

remembrance and calm was quite unexpected. 

 



 

 

  
Once parked up, I had time to wander and chat to those in attendance.  Fellow bikers 

regardless of what they had ridden into the event, all sharing the time to remember.  As this is a 

small event, it is possible to walk up to the Remembrance Wall and although I do not have (as far 

as I know) any relatives on this memorial to those fallen to conflict I decided it would be 

appropriate to look for Fusilier Lee Rigby.  Despite not knowing this fallen soldier, but knowing the 

circumstances of his falling, just to see his name, the emotion felt was a complete surprise to me.  

I can understand how family members seeing the names of their fallen relatives on The Wall, 

would find solace and comfort from their memory being there, with their comrades for eternity. A 

humbling experience for me.  

 

 

I had a fabulous day 

and left after stopping to 

chat with Martin and 

others who seemed to 

have time to spare, even 

if just for a moment for 

those who wanted to 

shake a hand, share a 

thought, have a hug 

and just support and 

honour all those 

remembered at the 

Arboretum. 

 

Sandy Greenham 
 

As the cheque presentation coincided with Armed 

Forces Day, there were parades and flags from both 

serving personnel and veterans. A parade of Army, 

Navy, RAF and British Legion and others took place 

before the cheque presentation and the main 

avenue was packed with many veterans in 

attendance proudly wearing medals and caps. 

The main cheque presentation took place on the 

steps of the Remembrance Wall and after speeches 

from Martin Dickinson and other patrons – before the 

cheque reveal.  Martin reminded the crowd of 

conditions last year which were wet to say the very 

least, before revealing the cheque, a new record of 

£121,200.  The cheer from those watching was 

tumultuous.   

 

RTTW Cheque Presentation, 24th June 2017 – by Sandy Greenham (Page 2) 

 



 

How We Roared On The Moor…    

Pulling it all together by Sandy Greenham (Part 1) 

 

  

This was the first year at a NEW venue with a NEW name for our annual HOG Rally.  Previous rallies 

have been at various venues with varying names from OddBall Rally to HOG the Humber but Aire 

Valley had become known for ‘HOGging’ the Humber, with our Sunday Bridge Crossings after the 

rally pulling together almost 800 bikes of all types to raise money for charity.  Unfortunately the car 

parks are being redesigned so there is no longer a gathering place before the parade.  So, polls 

were done through Club members with some brilliant ideas for the rally name, needing to reflect 

the new venue location and the final choice was made for…. ROAR ON THE MOOR 

On the day, Phil set off to the site first with the car loaded up with raffle/auction items, camping 

gear, beer and wine and the trailer carrying his Road King.  I stayed on at home to walk dogs 

and do all the last minutes bits - and it was just as well!  When Phil arrived, he called and we 

realised that he had forgotten a few things, most importantly, his riding leathers (Oops).  So a 

rucksack was found and loaded up so I could bring them along later.  He could have, I suppose, 

ridden without the trousers but I think that’s a different rally….!  Friday was build-up day.  We set 

out the games area and the camp site with bins and the tents for Registration, Ladies of Harley 

and the rest. The atmosphere was upbeat with everyone helping out erecting tents and 

generally mucking in.  In fact when I arrived late morning our tent was up, the beer was in the 

chiller and all that was missing was the ice!  So my first duty was to take the car to the local Co-

Op and get the ice – priorities is what rallies are all about! 

 

Mike and Sandra Gaunt plus many others were making 

plans and organising this event long before anyone had 

decided how much beer to pack, or indeed consider 

what fancy dress to bring along.  Allan Ward booked 

bands and planned ride outs and club members began 

to drop off raffle and auction prizes at club meetings. Phil 

and I were planning games and Ursula Hobkirk was 

stocking up on Prosecco (of course..!) 

 

Late afternoon came and thoughts turned to food.  Barbeques were 

lit and the smell of bacon and sausages was the theme.  (In fact this 

was to be repeated for breakfasts as well.)  The venue catering staff 

got all set up too and those eating on site set off to sample the menu.  

Well, we were in for a treat! The steak pie was splendid, in fact it was 

a struggle to the find the gravy there was so much meat and the fish 

pie was fabulous.  All in all great value, huge. 

portions and the ladies did us proud.   

 

 

 
There was due to be a Ladies Ride out which I was leading.  The 

route was planned, had been ridden many times and I was ready 

to go so consequently not a drop of beer has passed my lips.  But 

it was not to be… There are only a few lady riders in the club and 

due to other commitments only Andie Hannam and I were there 

for the ride.  So, at nearly 5pm we took an executive decision that 

we would have a beer instead.  We were having such fun, it 

seemed a shame to leave the party for an hour. However, Vicki 

did arrive just in time and gave me a panic when she bowled up 

to the bar to announce there were now 30 ladies ready and 

waiting and there I was with rally beer!  She only managed to hold 

her straight face for a moment though, and then joined me for a 

drink!  The route is on my Sat Nav ready for next year though 

Ladies! 

 

 

Aire Valley’s 20th 

Anniversary Rally 



 

Band of the night was the Doghouse Doctors, such a good sound, 

and it was not long before the dance floor was full.  The bar was 

packed, and our Rally Beer was a particular favourite, and did not 

run out for the whole of the weekend.  The atmosphere in the bar, 

and out on the veranda was that of friends meeting again for a 

good time.  Everyone circulated round speaking to those they 

knew, and those they did not.  There were many new faces, and 

many we have come to know over the years.  This is what HOG 

rallies are about, friends old and new joined by a common interest 

in Harley Davidson. After an excellent night of chat, beer and a 

great deal of laughter we retired to the tent full of food, beer and 

just a little shattered. 

 

How We Roared On The Moor…      

Pulling it all together by Sandy Greenham (Part 2) 

The ride on Saturday set off around 11am, giving the Head 

Road Captain sufficient time to sleep off any of the previous 

night excess.  A steady route, through some fabulous and 

scenic roads to Pateley Bridge, where we took over the car 

park, as ever in the Harley Davidson way, lining all the bikes 

up so the people could wander through and look at the 

bikes, chatting amongst us and realising that actually Harley 

riders are a pretty fabulous bunch of people.  

Everyone dispersed to get some lunch and possibly a sneaky 

glass of red wine (pillions only mind and it is not for me to divulge 

identities..) have a wander or stay with the bikes with a picnic.  

We settled for Ice Cream which was purchased from just across 

the road and then we wandered back to the car park.  An 

eagle eyed Graham Cloake enquired of me, “is your back tyre 

a bit flat”, which indeed it was.  “Aire Valley Rescue” went into 

full swing with pressure gauges and portable compressors 

appeared from panniers.  The tyre pressure was 18psi, clearly not 

enough, so air was pumped in and Phil and I decided to head 

off back to the rally via a petrol station to have a closer look. At 

the station we found a screw in the centre line of the tyre. As my 

bike has spoked wheels we thought that they were tubed tyres 

so the roadside repair kit was not feasible.  On return to the 

camp site, my bike was loaded onto the trailer, just in time for 

the bar to be open and to watch the rest of the ride to arrive 

back.  It transpires that the tyre is in fact tubeless, a discussion for 

another time. 

It was then time for the games, which were

  so much fun they have needed a separate 

article.  Just to say at this point everyone joined in, either by competing or 

laughing and clapping from the sidelines.  Phil was the Games Master, ably 

assisted by Stan and Ollie (aka Andy Dorsett and Andrew Waller).   

 

Aire Valley’s 20th Anniversary 

Rally 



 

How We Roared On The Moor…   Aire Valley’s 20th Anniversary Rally 
 

  

It was then time to prepare for the Saturday evening for fun and frivolity. 

The band, The Supermodels were due to play later in the evening so all 

was set for a fabulous night. In the meantime Mad Bradz Disco kept 

everyone in the party mood. The theme for the evening was Back to 

School so Phil and I got changed in the tent and set off to the bar.  I was 

dressed as a rather chubby, naughty school girl, although when I went to 

school, short skirts, fish nets & HD cowboy boots were not on the uniform 

list!  Phil’s costume was rather more appropriate to his position as 

auctioneer and announcer, so we entered the bar with him dressed as The 

Headmaster with gown, mortar board and of course the cane.  The 

reaction from everyone was brilliant and I have to say Phil got into the role 

rather too eagerly... as he took up his place with microphone in hand to 

thank everyone and begin the raffle draw and prize giving.  Lez Carroll will 

never be late again I don’t imagine! His naughty boy outfit was very fitting 

and he was the first to feel the sting (albeit gentle and in complete jest) 

when he walked in as the draw was being called.  A complete sport, he 

took his position for punishment and set the scene for the rest of the 

evening. Even prize winners got a tap, and some members were even 

extra naughty just so they could have one as well.   

The fancy dress was judged and Ursula in her cheeky outfit of green won.  Phil was particularly 

pleased to be able to dish out a caning (gently) with the biggest grin on his face. I am just a little 

worried that the cane has made it home…  The fun and hilarity continued and after the raffle 

and prize giving, the auction began.  Members bid for valuable and not so valuable items, all in 

good spirits, and just over £500 was raised.  Well done everyone for your generosity.  The 

Supermodels came on and as in previous years they brought the house down.  They really do 

have a great set, just right for the party atmosphere of the rally on a Saturday night and have 

been booked again for next year.  One incident must be mentioned and that is the injury 

incurred by Rob Mitchelmore when a speaker stand came over onto him. The room was cleared 

and as we have members in the club who are nurses, the best care to keep him still and stable 

were on hand until the ambulance arrived to whisk him and Dot off to the nearly hospital for a 

check over and stitches.  He returned in the early hours and is fine.  I am sure everyone will join 

us in best wishes for a speedy recovery.  This incident really showed what a close knit Club Aire 

Valley is.  There was no drama, everyone just cleared the area while things were sorted.  After 

Rob and Dot were safely away to hospital, a quick vote was taken to carry on and after an 

adjustment to the speakers, the night continued until the early hours. 

 

 

Everyone was up and about Sunday morning, with a planned ride 

to the Dealership where food was laid on for all.  The ride set off 

around 11am, with Phil and I, and others staying behind to clear up 

and make sure the venue was left tidy.  We had very little to do 

really.  Thank you to everyone who took bags to the bin area left 

the camp site tidy.  All the bunting, banners and other club kit was 

packed up into Sandra’s van to be taken back, ready for bringing 

out for next years’ event.   

 

Overall, this weekend 

was the most fun we 

have had as a Chapter 

for some time.  The new 

venue was excellent 

and really set the mood 

for everyone to mingle, 

have a laugh and get 

together with friends.  

Let’s hope next years’ 

Roar on the Moor is 

even bigger and better.  

 

 Sandy Greenham 
 

Pulling it all together by Sandy Greenham (Part 3) 



 

How We Roared On The Moor…    

Our Invited Guests  

Who are they, you may ask?  They are the people who, over the last year or so, have requested 

birthday and final tribute rides and we were very happy to invite them to our first Roar on the Moor 

Rally. 

 

Chapter Games 
 

Once again Games Master Phil Wilks took up his position.  This year he had two new sidekicks - 

Andy Waller and Andy Dorsett - not forgetting the boss (of course) Sandy Greenham.  This year Phil 

chose some interesting games… 

 

Loudest Pipes- Won by Colin Sharpe at 118.6 decibells.  All the others were 

very close. 

 
The Bike Show - Best Sportster – Liz Watmuff, Best V Twin - Kolly Coltart,  

Best Paint – Trevor Kirwan, Best in Show – Mark Williams 

 Fancy Dress 

The theme For Saturday 

evening was Back to  

School. Over two dozen 

members participated and 

were judged by a member of 

the Rugby Club staff. After 

much deliberation it was won 

by our very own Lady of Harley, 

Ursula Hobkirk. 

 

 

  

Aire Valley’s 20th 

Anniversary Rally 
A Round Up by The Dorsetts 

Brenda’s 80th birthday ride was in March 2016 and she attended our Rally accompanied 

by her son Greg and his wife. 

 Asia sadly lost her husband Adam after a short battle with 

cancer.  He was a brother Harley rider and Aire Valley were 

proud & honoured to escort him on his last road trip.  Asia is 

now planning on joining the Harley family by completing 

her cycle tests and purchasing a Harley just like Adam’s.  

Asia attended the Rally with her childhood friend.  

 We met Ronnie and his Granddad Steve in the dealership.  

Ronnie has a love of bikes and so we invited him to Roar on 

The Moor so he could see even more Harleys!  We were 

delighted that they both came. 

 

All our special guests have thanked us for inviting them and hope 

to join us again next year.  We would like to thank all of them for 

their support in the Chapter Games, auction and raffle. 

 

The Balloon Race – “To burst the balloon between 2 people”.  The 

Boys vs Girls race was won by the girls!  Sandy, Linda, Val, Ursula 

and Nicola. 

 

Ball Tights and Water Game – “Put a pair of ladies 

stockings on your head with a tennis ball inside 

the toe.  Bend down, swinging the ball back and 

forth to knock over 5 bottles of water in the 

fastest time”.  Won by Linda Davison in 25 

seconds (Editor’s note – only just!!) 

 Welly Wanging – “Throw the welly at our Director” Whoops! Sorry, as near as 

you can without hitting him… One of the invited guests, little Ronnie won this 

game. I think the others weren’t trying hard enough! 

 



 

 

  

Date (s) Days (s) Event & Time Location

Aug 2nd Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club

TBC Wed to Sunday Nordic Harley Days Lofoten, Norway

Aug 3rd Thursday to St Petersburg Harley Days St Petersburg, Russia

to 6th Sunday Polish Bike Week Karpacz, Polands

Aug 4th Friday to Hog 'n' Bog Belfast

to 6th Sunday Dresden Harley Days Dresden, Germany

Aug 6th Sunday Ride-Out 10am, Goathland LHD - Allan Ward & Clive Raistrick

Aug 9th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson

TBC Friday to Old School Rally Towcester

Summer Evening ride out,

 6-30pm for 7pm start

Aug 18th-20th Friday to Sunday Sherwood Walesby Forest, Nottingham

Aug 20th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson - Dave Cole

Aug 25th-28th Friday to Sunday Thunder in the Glens Aviemore, Scotland

Sept 3rd Sunday Ride Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson - Steve King

Sept 5th-10th Tues to Sunday European Bike Week Faaker See, Austria

Sept 6th Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club

Sept 7th-9th Thurs to Sunday Circus Maximus Llangollen Pavilions

Sept 8th-10th Friday to Sunday Hog's around the Rock Jersey

Sept 10th Sunday Ride Out 10am LHD - Graham Walker

Sept 13th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson

Sept 15th-17th Friday to Sunday Aire Valley Weekend Ride to Masham on Saturday 10th

Sept 23rd-25th Sat to Monday End of Season Rally Valkenburg A/D Geul, Netherlands

Sept 24th Sunday Ride Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson - Robin Gay

Sept 29th to Blazin Blitz,

Oct 2nd New Forest Chapter

Oct 1st Sunday Ride Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson - Phil Wilks

Bring & Buy - Club Meeting 

7.30pm

Oct 7th Saturday Ride to the Wall National Memorial Arboretum

Oct 11th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson

Oct 15th Sunday Last Ride Out LHD - Allan Ward & Clive Raistrick

Nov 1st Wednesday AGM - Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club

Dec 6th Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club

Aire Valley Social events

Aire Valley Ride-Outs

HOG & Other Chapter Events

Aug 16th Wednesday Macdonalds Lawnswood

Oct 4th Wednesday Yarnbury Rugby Club

This document is subject to change as the riding season progresses.  

Friday to Mon Hayling Island, Hants

 All riders attend events at their own risk and should have completed a disclaimer when joining/renewing membership.

All ride-outs will leave Leeds Harley Davidson at 10am prompt with full tanks please

Anyone wishing to have an informal ride on non club ride-out Sunday mornings should meet at Leeds Harley Davidson  

Riding and Events List 2017
Including monthly club meet ings

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month at: 

Yarnbury Rugby Club, Horsforth 19.30hrs

for a 1000hrs start.    It will be up to those attending to organise the route and destination.

Aire Valley UK is not responsible for riders’ safety.

  If you are looking at a paper copy, please ensure that you check the website for the up to date electronic version.  



 

 

  

Aire Valley Officers 
Position Name Email 

Director Mike Gaunt director@avhog.co.uk 

Assistant Directors 
Andie Hannam A-d@avhog.co.uk 

Richard Wilton A-d@avhog.co.uk 

Treasurer Rick Day treasurer@avhog.co.uk  

Secretary Sandra Gaunt secretary@avhog.co.uk  

Head Road Captain Allan Ward hrc@avhog.co.uk 

Activities Officer Mick & Sue Pierce Activities-officer@avhog.co.uk  

Editor Nicola Jolly-Waller editor@avhog.co.uk 

New Members Officer Sandy Greenham sandy.j.gr@hotmail.co.uk  

Ladies of Harley Ursula Hobkirk loh@avhog.co.uk 

Photographers 

Vyv Patterson vyv1411@gmail.com 

Keith Allan ka1001@ntlworld.com 

John Sanders mailbox@sanders-home.me.uk 

Roar on the Moor 
Sandy Greenham 

sandy.j.gr@hotmail.co.uk  

Phil Wilks 

Webmaster Dr John Elliott webmaster@avhog.co.uk  

Safety Officer Tony Burns safety@avhog.co.uk 

Historian Gordon Macfarlane Gordonmac3@sky.com  

MAG Rep Dave Malt Dave.malt@btinternet.com 

Chapter Manager Allan Ward hrc@avhog.co.uk 

Dealer Principal Burt Perry   
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Special thanks to all at Leeds Harley Davidson for their 
friendship and support to our Chapter throughout the year. 

Dear Aire Valley Members, 

 

Why not come along on a Thursday night and join in with our Ride outs? 

The purpose of the shop ride is to encourage New Harley owners and 

potential owners to join the staff on a ride, to introduce them to the Harley 

family in an informal way. 

  

We value input from all quarters as to destinations etc.  All riders are 

welcome whether they are on a Harley or not. 

  

The ride leaves the store at approximately 6pm and lasts from 3 to 5 hours, 

depending where we are going.  The longest ride of the season tends to be 

around Summer Solstice and is usually coastal – this year we went to Whitby 

but may consider the West Coast for next year? 

Look forward to seeing you on a ride soon. 

Sally 

Sally Buchanan-Beverley 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

Leeds Harley-Davidson 

Unit 1, Wellington Bridge Industrial Estate 

Wellington Road 

Leeds 

LS12 2UA 

Tel 0113 245 2499  

 

 

  

A Word from our 

Sponsors……. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jenningsmotorgroup.co.uk/images/bank/o20160330154028.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jenningsharley-davidson.com/harley_davidson/about/about-us.htm&docid=pC9bepCu_VOTqM&tbnid=OKBR_ZJNIhLYAM:&vet=10ahUKEwi35K_YsbTVAhXGJMAKHeAiCqAQMwhkKDMwMw..i&w=678&h=433&bih=528&biw=1242&q=leeds harley davidson&ved=0ahUKEwi35K_YsbTVAhXGJMAKHeAiCqAQMwhkKDMwMw&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://springfieldhog.com/

